
Disadvantage has a postcode – and it gets stuck. 

Communities and Grassroots 
Action: How communities are 
driving systems change to 
shape wellbeing. 



Wellbeing and the power of place
Place matters

Where you live influences your access to 
healthcare, education, affordable 
housing, job opportunities, connection to 
community, and many other aspects that 
shape quality of life. 

Read the report and explore the 
dashboard here  www.sgsep.com.au

Place-based evidence

Uncovers what national and state figures 
cannot: there is a spatial divide in 
wellbeing outcomes.

Wellbeing evidence at a meaningful 
spatial scale is needed to support tailored 
policy and investment decisions.

The draw of the city, but good community makes for a happier life

Greater Sydney Greater Perth Greater Brisbane

Wellbeing drivers vary from place to place
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Community wealth building: 5 Pillars

Progressive procurement
Anchor institutions use their procurement 
and decision making to deepen local supply 
chains and socially virtuous business 
development, spending and investment

Fair employment and just labour markets
Ensuring the employment practices and 
wages paid by anchor institutions and their 
suppliers are fair and provide opportunities 
for disadvantaged workers and communities

Socially productive use of land and 
property
Anchor institutions use their land and 
property to generate wealth and benefits for 
local citizens rather than remote, private 
interests.

Making financial power work for local 
places
Wealth and savings are harnessed for local 
community and economic interests, not 
extractive, mobile, disinterested capital.

Plural ownership of the economy
Encouraging different models of business 
ownership to build productive, regenerative 
wealth that stays in local communities

Source: SGS Economics and Planning (2020) Community Wealth Building in Australia: A 
New Focus for Regional Development. SGS has a Memorandum of Understanding with 
CLES UK to work together for local and community economic transformation in Australia, 
applying the principles of Community Wealth Building and related policy initiatives.
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What Matters

Democratic Ownership
People & Places share in what 
they create

Human Connection
Relationships are the real 
infrastructure of prosperity

Distributed Power
Decisions sit closer to where 
life happens

Shared Value
Reward all the contributions 
that build thriving places not 
just capital



A fair economy isn’t impossible, 
its overdue
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