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If we are not leading the
research, then how can the
research benefit us
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Connection & Knowledg
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* “The Dreaming is the dimension of sacred
eternal time when Ancestors Spirits came up out of

My Dl'eamlng the earth & down from the sky to shape the land,
rock, rivers, mountains, forests and deserts. The

Dhlnawan Spirit Ancestors created all the people, animals &
plants that were to live in the country & laid down
My MOther the laws, customs and codes of conduct that

Aboriginal people lives were to follow”




Our Rivers
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Critical Lessons from Traditional Owners - The Past is Relevant Today
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P _ Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
L (18 Ak A% Peoples - Australia’s first scientists
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160 years of progress in the Murray Darling
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CULTURAL KNOWLEDGE

Water is protected by Lore, its in our songlines songs, dance,
Dreaming stories and art

Must re-connect with our own Traditional
Water Knowledge and Our Methodologies

how the old people did science

tell our stories our way

Culturally safe

validate our science

Dr Brad Moggridge




Water Dependent Cultural Values

= Creation sites and cultural hero stories linking with spiritual
sighificance along a song line / dreaming tracks (Dreaming
Sites, Songlines, stories, songs);

" Language (connects culture to place with water);
= Resource sites for traditional bush foods and medicines;

= Resource sites for artefacts, tools, art and crafts; i.e. water
for axe head preparation, aquatic reeds for weaving;

= Gender specific sites — men’s and women’s business;
= Ceremonial sites;
= Burial places / sites known and unknown;

Dr Brad Moggridge



Water Dependent Cultural Values

Continued values:

= Surface water and groundwater specific values;

" Teaching sites;

= Massacre sites where frontier battles occurred with traditional
groups;

= Cultural specific environmental conditions to sustain totemic
species or Cultural Keystone Species;

= Sustain a cultural economy;

= Sites that contain physical/tangible evidence: middens,
campsites, scarred and carved trees, stone arrangements and
fish or eel traps, tribal boundaries; and

= Seasonal Indicators and Indicators of the Health of Country and
Water

Dr Brad Moggridge
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Planning for the Future

Using Traditional Knowledge




“Climate Change is HERE”
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Australia’s First Climate Change Refugees —
Saibai Islanders - 1947

Indigenous food security must be protected,

both freshwater & marine




M Water Infrastructure — Quality Water for Quality of Life
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Engagement POLICY
FRAMEWORK

Platforms &
Mechanisms

The “Right to be
Engaged”

Native Title Act

NSW Aboriginal Land
Rights Act 1983

Water Act

UNDRIP - Free, Prior &
Informed Consent




INDIGENOUS OUTLOOK

Nothing About Us Without Us

Cultural Integrity

What Indigenous

Quality & Sustainable Engagement

networks are saying

Partnerships & Reciprocity

Resources & Initiatives

Community Capacity Building

* Distinct challenges
e Establish, enhance, maintain & respectful relationships and partnerships

e Reciprocity - outcomes / processes that are beneficial for all Stakeholder groups & communities



Example — Working with Aboriginal
Communltles monitoring programs

school programs cultural surveying & mapping

meetings demon.stration reaches Devel 0O | N ro i eCtS
Ed UucC atl on strategies and plansp g p threJatened species

attend community field days and festivals project proposals

language programs Aboriginal engagement _
project reports npewsletters

distribute material  girategic planning CO mmunic a.tl OIN rfactsheets

: : interviews media articles -
Technical advice posters signs
legislative reviews presentations to community groups
biodiversity hotspots water resource plans WO I kS h O p S
drought management tree planting wetland management

O n _g ro u n d WO r kS emergency response

site assessments







Don’t let the sun set without the effort
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Indigenous water rights - a timeline of

advocacy and reform AWEP - $40 million
Garma International I da}located fO;
Aboriginal Water ; ndigenous water Closing the
Federal sl MDBA National Cultural Interes§s in MDB Gap Inland
Government Flows Research ! water
Native Title Act Projects commence target15¢
Committee of
Land Rights MLDRIN @ Australian Human Abg:?gir:al Water agreed
Movement estabhshed NAILSMA Mary Rights Commission Interests established
River Statement . erests es
MLDRIN Indigenous Property
Echuca Rights Project NWI refresh
Declaration @ Produqtmty
Commission

1960s 19705 1980s 1990s 2000s

State of the
@ @ ' First Peoples MDBA Environment
Australian National Water Closing the Gap Indigenous  Report:
1967 Govt Summit - Agreement board Ind]genous
Referendum Aborlgmal et endorses Adelaide @ Report Card member co-authors
Land Right Lingar! UN-DRIP Access to water in appointed
" Ac’lg i vl;ound;Fi?]n Mardooworra/ Report
aer ishts NBAN established Martuwarra
P Fitzroy River
First Peoples Water Declaration

Engagement Council Timeline credit: Dr Phil Duncan 2022.
established Additional sources: Dr Anne Poelina,
Dr Brad Moggridge



