There is no
‘wellbeing’ on a
dead planet

- why Earth-centred
governance is
critical
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of Country




An Earth centred
perspective

<+*What we face

<*What we must do now

<*How do we do it?




What we face




Our changing
Welgle

Climate Change
Biodiversity loss
Degraded ecosystems
Loss of ‘the wild’

Shortage of important stuff
people need: food, water




Planetary
Boundaries
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GROWTH EcoNoN\\CS.

Beneath these
symptoms —
the cause?

OUR FAILURE TO MANAGE
OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH
THE LIVING WORLD
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Beneath these
symptoms —
the cause?

OUR FAILURE TO MANAGE OUR
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE
LIVING WORLD




What we must
do Nnow
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What we must
do now

Challenge our mindset, to inform our
actions

Challenge modern industrialised
societies’ culture

«»Earth-centred NOT Human-centred

“*Regenerative NOT Extractivist &
material growth oriented

+»Steady state — NOT Expansionist — “if
we run out, we can get more”




Challenge human-
centredness

Understand our place
In the wider Earth
community

DEEP TIME — HOLD YOUR
BREATH

WE ARE JUST ONE PART OF
THE EARTH COMMUNITY

CONNECTEDNESS
LIFE IS PRIMARY




Earth jurisprudence calls for us to shift all our governance
systems to be ecocentric, and to nurture the Earth
community — Earth centred systems change.
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Human centred Earth centred




Challenge
extractivism

BUILD A REGENERATIVE
WAY OF UNDERSTANDING,
THINKING, FEELING,
DOING
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Challenge

universalism?




How do we do 1t”?




Earth
jurisprudence
helps us
challenge the
ideas that lie
beneath the
destructive
capacity of
industrial
societies

Beliefs, Ideology, cul
&
anthropocentrlsny +



“The Great Work™ — Thomas Berry

Critiqued the 4 underpinning structures of industrialised societies:

Law and Government

o Legal system is supporting exploitation rather than protecting the natural world from destruction

Economics - neoliberal growth economics

Universities/education — perpetuate current system, lack of critical thinking

Religion



World’s most
successful
governance
model

Bioregional
Heterarchical
Steady-state
Society

Guided by

Law of Obligation
Land is the law
Place based law
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The shape of
a wellbeing
economy’?




*An economy designed to deliver quality of life and
flourishing for all people, in harmony with our
environment.

Wellbeing _ r——
*A Wellbeing Economy delivers social justice on a
eCO n O my healthy planet

*Is an economy in service of life




Wellbeing
economy

-

WEAIl Need

Tests

Dignity Does the economy provide everyone with what is
Everyone has enough to live in needed to live a life of dignity and purpose?
comfort, safety, and happiness

Nature Does the economy restore, protect, and cherish

A restored and safe natural world for
all life

the natural environment and is the economy
guided by the principles of interconnection and
indivisibility of human, animal, plant, and
environmental health?

Purpose
Institutions that serve the common
good and provide real value

Does the economy value activities and behaviours
by their contribution to social and ecological
wellbeing?

Fairness
Justice at the heart of the economy

Is the economy designed to ensure a just
distribution of income, wealth, power, and time?

Participation

Citizens participate in decision
making and are engaged with their
communities

Is the shape and form of the economy locally
rooted and determined by people’s active voices?




Wales:
Wellbeing of
Future
Generations Act

2015

Aim to improve the social, economic,
environmental, and cultural wellbeing

e|t requires public bodies to
collaborate with each other, people
and communities

*Seven wellbeing goals

*46 national indicators

eSustainable Development Principle
eFuture Generations Commissioner

\e\-being Gogy

Wwe are Cllmlng f

Wt

A globally

responsible
Wales

A Wales of
vibrant culture
and thriving
Welsh
Language

A Wales of
cohesive
communities

A more equal

A prosperous

Wales
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Long Term

Prevention

Integration

Collaboration

Involvement




Scotland: wenmve

a globally
We respect, competitive,
We are open,

|
Natlonal protect and entrepreneurial,
connected and

fulfil human inclusive and A
rights and sustainable make a positive

Performance
internationally
We tackle

discrimination
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= - and our vibrant _
@ — | A iy OUR PURI?_OSE sharing
0 focus on creating a more opportunities,
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reviewed in 201 8 inclusive economic growth We live in
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Canadian

Index
Of Wellbeing

CIW Composite Index

64 Indicators consolidated 8 Domains ;g !Ei'ﬁ?::.




Australian
National

Development
Index
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‘Sustainable Development’ = balancing different human
values

Environmental

A Viable Natural Environment

Sustainable Sustainable
Natural and Built Economic
Environment Development

Sustainable

Development

Social Economic

Equitable Social Sufficient

Nurturing
Environment Economy

Community




This produced ‘Mickey Mouse’ sustainability

: Social
Enviro

Economy




And it hasn't stopped the destruction of the
natural world




The solution — nested
and today “regenerative”

Society

Environment




A safe operating space for humanity

Climate
change
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Beyond zone of uncertainty (high risk)
B In zone of uncertainty (increasing risk)
Below boundary (safe)
B Boundary not yet quantified




climate

networks

housing

gender
equality justice

social political
equity  voice




Climate
Change
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Can we create
Earth-centred
‘bioregional
wellbeing’ In
Australia”?
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Creating reqenerative societies that can

Live within ecological limits

www.greenprints.org.au/events/ \\
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Vision — healthy
bioregions,
catchments,
people and
biodiversity
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Y1 Think differently

The breenprints W e
e« €COIOQgICA
teps

. bdul hdriestand ecological

¢ foundat
4. Understand human activities, past and present . o8
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5. Health check: are we in
overshoot?

S

6. Develop scenarios for npris®
change
feedback loop
1. Collective decision-making processesi ’ 8. Develop transition action plans and start to implement

(loop back to Step 4 and keep going)




INFORMATION SESSIONS

Join us to learn about the 2023 Greenprints
program and find out how your community
might get involved!

greenprints




Thank you!

aela@earthlaws.org.au
www.earthlaws.org.au
www.greenprints.org.au
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http://www.earthlaws.org.au/

