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An Earth centred 
perspective

❖What we face

❖What we must do now

❖How do we do it?



What we face



Our changing 
world

Climate Change

Biodiversity loss

Degraded ecosystems

Loss of ‘the wild’

Shortage of important stuff 

people need: food, water



Planetary 
Boundaries



Beneath these 
symptoms –
the cause?

OUR FA ILURE TO MANAGE 

OUR RELAT IONSHIP  WITH 

THE L IV ING WORLD



Beneath these 
symptoms –
the cause?

OUR FA ILURE  TO M ANAG E  OUR 

RE L AT IONSHIP  WITH  THE  

L I V ING  WORL D



What we must 
do now



“We can not solve 
our problems with 
the same level of 
thinking that created 
them.” – Albert 
Einstein



What we must 
do now

Challenge our mindset, to inform our 

actions 

Challenge modern industrialised

societies’ culture

❖Earth-centred NOT Human-centred

❖Regenerative NOT Extractivist & 

material growth oriented

❖Steady state – NOT Expansionist – “if 

we run out, we can get more”



Challenge human-
centredness

Understand our place 
in the wider Earth 
community

DEEP T IME – HOLD YOUR 

BREATH

WE ARE JUST ONE PART OF 

THE EARTH COMMUNIT Y

CONNECTEDNESS

LIFE IS  PRIMARY



Human centred Earth centred

Earth jurisprudence calls for us to shift all our governance 

systems to be ecocentric, and to nurture the Earth 

community  – Earth centred systems change.



Challenge 
extractivism
BUILD A REGENER ATIVE 

WAY OF UNDERSTANDING, 

THINKING, FEELING,  

DOING



Challenge 
expansionism

BRITISH EMPIRE



Challenge 
universalism?

Some things are ‘universal’ – human rights

But what if we suggested some things are NOT?

Caring for Country, looking after the place – this 
is place based, place specific, not universal

As we work to transition by design, to a better 
system … be careful which system you’re 
designing



How do we do it?



Economic –

Consumer capitalism

(Corporatism)

Social/cultural

(consumer culture)

Legal, Political & 

Institutional

Beliefs, Ideology, culture -

anthropocentrism +

pro growth

Earth 

jurisprudence 

helps us 

challenge the 

ideas that lie 

beneath the 

destructive 

capacity of 

industrial 

societies



“The Great Work” – Thomas Berry

Critiqued the 4 underpinning structures of industrialised societies:

Law and Government

◦ Legal system is supporting exploitation rather than protecting the natural world from destruction

Economics - neoliberal growth economics 

Universities/education – perpetuate current system, lack of critical thinking

Religion



World’s most 

successful 

governance

model 

Bioregional

Heterarchical

Steady-state

Society

Guided by 

Law of Obligation

Land is the law

Place based law
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Vision – healthy 
bioregions, 
catchments, 
people and 
biodiversity



The shape of 
a wellbeing 
economy?



Wellbeing 
economy

•An economy designed to deliver quality of life and 
flourishing for all people, in harmony with our 
environment.
•A Wellbeing Economy delivers social justice on a 

healthy planet

•Is an economy in service of life



Wellbeing 
economy



•
Aim to improve the social, economic, 
environmental, and cultural wellbeing

•It requires public bodies to 
collaborate with each other, people 
and communities

•Seven wellbeing goals

•46 national indicators

•Sustainable Development Principle

•Future Generations Commissioner

Wales:
Wellbeing of 
Future 
Generations Act 
2015



Scotland:

National 
Performance 
Framework

•Introduced by the Scottish Government 
in 2007, put in law in 2015, and last 
reviewed in 2018

•Vision: “To focus on creating a more 
successful country, with opportunities for 
all of Scotland to flourish, through 
increased wellbeing and sustainable and 
inclusive economic growth”

•It reflects the government’s commitment 
to a wellbeing approach and a shift away 
from the narrow focus on GDP

•11 National Outcomes and 81 National 
Indicators

•Wellbeing Report



Canadian

Index

Of Wellbeing



Australian 

National 

Development 

Index



‘Sustainable Development’ = balancing different human
values



This produced ‘Mickey Mouse’ sustainability

Economy

Enviro
Social



And it hasn’t stopped the destruction of the 
natural world



The solution – nested
and today “regenerative”









Can we create 
Earth-centred
‘bioregional 
wellbeing’ in 
Australia?







Vision – healthy 
bioregions, 
catchments, 
people and 
biodiversity
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Healthy 
catchments, 
waterways



Vision –

healthy 

Country and 

healthy 

communities
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1 .  T h i n k  d i f f e r e n t l y  

2 .  D e f i n e  
e c o l o g i c a l  
b o u n d a r i e s3 .  U n d e r s t a n d  e c o l o g i c a l  

foundations
4. Understand human activities, past and present

5. Health check: are we in 
overshoot?

6. Develop scenarios for 
change

7. Collective decision-making processes 8. Develop transition action plans and start to implement
(loop back to Step 4 and keep going!)

The Greenprints
Steps

Feedback loop





Thank you!

aela@earthlaws.org.au

www.earthlaws.org.au

www.greenprints.org.au 

mailto:convenor@earthlaws.org.au
http://www.earthlaws.org.au/

